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Feb 16th, 2020 
The Tower of Babel 

Genesis 11:1-9 
 

BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 
Feb 9 Lev. 24-25  Feb 13 Numbers 5-6 
Feb 10 Lev. 26-27  Feb 14 Numbers 7 
Feb 11 Numbers 1-2   Feb 15 Numbers 8-10  
Feb 12 Numbers 3-4  Feb 16 Numbers 11-13 
 

Lesson Introduction: Our passage today focuses on 
man’s rebellion following the flood. In Gen. 9:1, we see 
that the Lord told Noah to “Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the earth.” In chapter 11 we find out that some years 
later, some in the post-flood world had decided to reject 
God’s commandment to fill the earth, and instead settle 
and build a city which would be a shrine for their own 
glory. This week we will see how man’s pride always 
leads to rebellion against God, how God disciplines us for 
our good, and how God always accomplishes His plans 
and purposes, even in the face of man’s rebellion.  
 
FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS: 
 

• Pride keeps us from obeying the commandments of 
God (V. 1-4) 
 

• The Lord’s discipline is for our good (V. 5-7) 
 

• God’s plans cannot be thwarted (V. 8-9) 
 
Genesis 11:1-9 
 
1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same 
words. 2 And as people migrated from the east, they 
found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3 
And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, 
and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, 
and bitumen for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us 
build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the 
heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we 
be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 5 And the 
Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the 
children of man had built. 6 And the Lord said, “Behold, 
they are one people, and they have all one language, and 
this is only the beginning of what they will do. And 
nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible 
for them. 7 Come, let us go down and there confuse their 
language, so that they may not understand one 
another's speech.” 8 So the Lord dispersed them from 
there over the face of all the earth, and they left off 

building the city. 9 Therefore its name was called Babel, 
because there the Lord confused the language of all the 
earth. And from there the Lord dispersed them over the 
face of all the earth. 
 
Discussion Section 1: Man’s Pride (V. 1-4) 
 
-What commandment from God were the people 
breaking by deciding to build the city and the tower? 
 
-What motivated the people to build the city? 
 
-What elements of the very first sin in Genesis 3 do we 
see in this passage? 
 
Note: Our passage begins by telling us that “the whole 
earth had one language and the same words.”  It stands 
to reason that, after the flood, all people adopted the 
language that Noah spoke, and we can assume that pre-
flood, everyone shared the same language. We will see 
later on in our passage that God chose to confuse the 
languages because of man’s pride.  
 
Right after Noah and his family got off the ark, God 
instructed them (just as He had instructed Adam and Eve 
before them) to “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
earth” (Gen. 9:10). What we find in our passage this 
week is that once again, man had already begun to rebel 
against the commandments of God by settling in the land 
of Shinar. They were called to continue to spread out and 
fill the earth, yet they wanted to lay down some roots 
and build a city and tower that would “make a name 
for” themselves. You might think that the flood would 
have made an impact on society, and that all those 
generations growing up in a post-flood world might have 
towed the line. However, this account in chapter 11 
shows us that the flood did not change the hearts of 
mankind. Just as the first sin in the garden can be traced 
back to pride, the desire to build this city and tower came 
from hearts that were filled with pride. Adam and Eve 
were enticed by Satan’s message that, if they would eat 
from the tree which they were commanded not to eat 
from, they would “be like God” (Genesis 3:5). And here in 
chapter 11, we see a group of people who are more 
interested in exalting themselves than glorifying God by 
filling the earth as He had commanded.  
 
All sin can be traced back to a desire in the heart of man 
to be our own god. The very nature of sin is to rebel 
against what God has told us, and to seek His glory for 
ourselves. In Romans 1:25, Paul describes the rebellion of 
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man as “worshiping and serving the creature rather 
than the Creator.” Every sin we commit could be 
described this way. When we sin, we are not merely 
slipping up, rather, we are making a conscious decision 
to rebel against God’s clear instruction, thus worshiping 
our desires above the One Who created us! Our passage 
this week should be a reminder to us all that our hearts 
are full of pride, which leads us to directly rebel against 
God. Unlike those who decided to build this tower as a 
shrine to themselves, may we humble ourselves, and 
recognize that the Lord alone is worthy to be praised, 
and that our pride only leads to chaos. We will see the 
chaos that this pride brought about in our next section.  
 
Discussion Section 2: God’s Good Discipline 
(V. 5-7) 
 
-Why did God confuse the languages? 
 
-How was it a gracious act for God to keep the people 
from being able to understand each other? 
 
-How has God been gracious to you in discipline? 
 
Note: Our passage moves from man’s rebellion to God’s 
discipline. It may seem strange to us that God would 
confuse the languages. In fact, it seems like life would be 
so much easier if he had just left it alone. Can you 
imagine being able to go anywhere in the world knowing 
that there would be no language barrier? It may seem 
cruel to some that God caused such chaos by bringing 
about different languages. 
 
Yet, as we consider God’s reasoning, we can see that in 
confusing the languages God was actually being merciful 
to mankind. He says in verse 6, “Behold, they are one 
people, and they have all one language, and this is only 
the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that 
they propose to do will now be impossible for them.” 
This verse might seem strange to us, leading us to 
wonder why God saw it as a problem that humanity 
would be able to accomplish whatever we want with one 
language. But going back to our last section, it should be 
clear what God was protecting mankind from. The pride 
of our hearts always leads us away from God and deeper 
into sin. If God had left things the way they were, the 
human race would have decided to camp out in the 
plains of Shinar for the rest of history, where they would 
never seek God, but would continue seeking glory for 
themselves, until they died in their pride, separated from 

God forever. He commanded them to fill the earth for a 
reason, and Acts 17:26-27 tells us that reason: 
 
And he made from one man every nation of mankind to 
live on all the face of the earth, having determined 
allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling 
place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel 
their way toward him and find him. 
 
So, God’s judgement and discipline at this time was to 
confuse the languages, so that the people would be 
forced to move on and fill the earth as He had 
commanded, that they should seek Him, and perhaps 
feel their way toward Him and find Him. This passage is a 
reminder of the truth found in Hebrews 12:7-11, where 
we see that the Lord disciplines the ones He loves, for our 
own good. Left to our own devices we will not seek God. 
This means that when difficulties come in our lives, we 
should not be angry with God, but should praise God for 
bringing circumstances that will cause us to seek Him. As 
believers, we can trust that all discipline is for our good 
(Romans 8:28). 
 
Discussion Section 3: The Lord Accomplishes His Will  
(V. 8-9) 
 
-What do we learn about the Lord’s ability to accomplish 
His will in verses 8-9? 
 
-How does the Lord’s ability to accomplish His will in the 
face of man’s rebellion affect our daily lives? 
 
Note: This passage closes with verse 9 telling us that 
“from there the Lord dispersed them over the face of all 
the earth.” This was God’s plan all along (Gen. 1:28, 9:1), 
and although man tried to rebel against it, what we see 
is that God’s will was still accomplished. Job 42:2, Daniel 
4:35, and Isaiah 14:27, all tell us that no plans or 
purposes of God can be thwarted, and here at the end of 
Genesis 11, we see the same. This truth should not lead 
us to live our lives how we want with the mindset that 
God is going to ultimately do His will anyway. Rather, it 
should cause us to marvel at His grandeur and seek to 
align our lives with His purposes all the more. God’s 
purposes cannot be stopped, thus when we rebel against 
Him our efforts are completely futile. Rather than 
continually seeking to thwart His plans to no avail, may 
we humbly bow at His feet, recognizing that He is God 
alone, and that His ways are far better than ours.  


